To 3.00 g (3.75 mmol) bis(tribenzyltin) oxide, (BzbSn^O, dissolved in 150 ml refluxing ethanol, water was added until the first resulting turbidity still vanished. During cooling of the clear solution the compound crystallizes in fine, strongly intergrowing needles which were filtered off and dried at air [1] .
Source of material
To 3.00 g (3.75 mmol) bis(tribenzyltin) oxide, (BzbSn^O, dissolved in 150 ml refluxing ethanol, water was added until the first resulting turbidity still vanished. During cooling of the clear solution the compound crystallizes in fine, strongly intergrowing needles which were filtered off and dried at air [1] .
Discussion
Applying the usual experimental conditions (two-phase-system of an aqueous alkaline solution and an indifferent organic solvent, reflux), the hydrolysis of triorganotin halides, RiSnHal (Hal=CI, Br, I), leads to the formation of bis(triorganotin) oxides, (/?3Sn)20, the condensation product of the first hydrolysis product, the triorganotin hydroxides, foSnOH. Therefore, in literature only a few examples are known where both, the 'hydroxide' and the 'oxide' with the same organic rests, were prepared and distinguished because of their different physical and chemical properties. One of the papers with respect to this problem [ 1 ] describes the synthesis of and differences between tribenzyltin hydroxide and bis(tribenzyltin) oxide of which the structure was published later on [2] . The crystal structure of tribenzyltin hydroxide, BzbSnOH, is iso-* e-mail: hreuter@uos.de typic to that of triphenyltin hydroxide, PluSnOH, [3, 4] , There are no hydrogen bridges within a chain and between adjacent chains. Similar structural features were found for BzlMe2SnOH [5] and EtjSnOH [6] , whereas the structure of trimesityltin hydroxide, MesaSnOH, consists of isolated molecules with tetrahedrally coordinated tin [7] . In the title structure some carbon atoms show large anisotropics probably to a statistical disorder of the corresponding phenyl groups. (1) 0.420 (1) 0.8210(6) 0.087 (7) 0.092 (8) 0.102 (9) -0.002 (7) -0.009 (7) -0.037 (7) 
